[A patient with epilepsy, congenital alopecia and mental retardation: combination of atypical absence in waking and nocturnal partial seizure].
We report a 7-year-old girl with epilepsy, congenital alopecia, and mental retardation. She was hairless at birth. Very scanty hair, eyebrows and eyelashes appeared at 2 years of age. Developmental delay was first recognized at 6 years. Nocturnal partial seizures occurred at 4 years, and atypical absence in waking at 6 years. Electroencephalogram showed spike-waves in the centrotemporal area which increased and developed into a generalized continuous spike and wave complexes upon sleeping at the age of 7 years 1 month. Ictal electroencephalogram in atypical absence showed generalized 3 c/s spike and wave complexes. Skin biopsy of the scalp showed scanty, immature hair follicles and immature sebaceous glands. Whether this case is related to ectodermal dysplasia is unclear.